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THEY CRY WOLF!

THERE is no more effective way of discrediting a growing
movement than to attach to it the best hated label of the day. If
this is done with sufficient persistence and disregard for truth it
may raise an impenetrable barrier of prejudice around the move-
ment,

It does not matter that the calumny has no basis in fact; a
myth can be just as powerful as the truth. The bigger the lie
the better, is one of Hitler's noble maxims.

After the Russian revolution the Labour movement suffered
in this way from the unprincipled use of the Bolshevist bogey.
After the French revolution even the Methodists were victims ;
their opponents called them Jacobins. The author of the Back-
ground of Welsh Politics has written :

“To associate Methodism with Jacobinism at a time when England

was threatened by France, was the safest way of undermining its in-
fluence as a religious force in Wales,”

Precisely the same technique is being used today against the
Welsh Nationalist Party.

Facism is, with good reason, the most hated and feared pol-
icy of the day. The name itself stirs powerful emotions. To as-
sociate it, then, with the movement which works for freedom and
justice for Wales, is the safest way of undermining its influence
as a political force in Wales. That is the hope and tactic of the
ciemies of Wales and its Nationalist movement.

By this means a double purpose is served. The movement for
national freedom is crippled, and the attackers draw off the attacks
from themselves. For the Communist calls every party, outside
its own, “*Fascist” or *‘Social Fascist.”  Palme Dutt says :

“The great part of the Liberal Yellow Book, of Labour and the Nation,

and of the Fascist Labour Charter, could be interchanged without
noticable difference.’

And again, “Save for the peculiar coercive methods, all the essential
formal theories of the Corporate State can be found exactly paralleled
in the Liberal Yellow Book.”

This reference to *‘the coercive methods” of Fascism, though
it comes strangely from a Communist, is pertinent.  These meth-
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ods, which are so abhorrent to every decent person, are chiefly
responsible for the deep hatred of Fascism in this country. How
much feeling would there be against Nazism if it were not for the
bestialities of the Gestapo, and the Concentration Camps and the
persecution of the Jews?

THE ROAD TO FASCISM.

Violence is of the essence of Fascism in a sense of which per-

secution is only a symptom.

Not ony have the Fascist leaders extolled War and military virtues,—
“War brings to its highest tension all human energy and places the
stamp of nobility on the people who have the courage to take part in it,”
said Mussolini,—but they have based the whole economy of their
countries on the preparation for war.

Walter Lippman says :

“There is no mystery in Fascism, once it is organised as the elabor-
ate and intense militarisation of a people for a war of conquest . . . All
collectivism, whether it be communist or fascist, is military in method,
in purpose, in spirit, and can be nothing else.”

Similarly Aldous Huxley :

“All Fascist planning has one ultimate aim: to make the national
society more efficient as a war machine.”

These words throw a flood of light on the trend of policy in

this country.

Totalitarianism is now being tolerated ‘“for the dwration,”
but this visitor is certain to outstay its welcome. On the one hand
we are told that the policy of doubling exports will require certain
“internal adjustments” and “‘reasonable sacrifices,” which will
certainly include the perpetuation of the Essential Works Order
and the Labour Pool.

And on the other hand, it is made clear that the militarisation
of the country is to be permanent. Conscription will continue ;
youth will be conditioned for militarism in such State movements
as the Cadet Corps ; and one general has forecast the use of the
Home Guard to **discipline’’ the country.

“TYRANNY IS OUR FOE.”

The picture which emerges is a replica of Nazi Germany
minus its persecution. THIS is how we are in danger of becom-
ing a Fascist State.
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Those foolish people who cried **WOLF™ at the movement
which seeks to restore freedom and prosperity to the people of
Wales will have leisure enough to repent when a wolfish totalitar-
ianism has ravished the country.

It will come, indeed it has come, not through external ag-
gression but in the guise of internal discipline and control. The
danger is not of losing the war to the former, but of losing the
peace to the latter.

R

The prospect is not inviting. It has been said that "an indus-
trial society organised for war is a worse hell than mankind has
yet endured.”” Yet this is what is in store for us under English
Government.

We are already learning its meaning. Our people are told that they
are fighting for liberty and freedom. Those words have a meaning.
The concise Oxford Dictionary defines® Liberty as “being free from
captivity, imprisonment, slavery or despotic control.” and Freedom as,
“power of self-determination, independence of fate or necessity.”

Wales and her people have known little enough of both,—landlord-
ism, eapitalism and an alien Government saw to that.

But not even they had the power now vested in the State foreibly to
deport populations from their homes for labour in another country.
That marks the nadir of “freedom from despotic control,” and,
“power of self-determination.” Yet it is the deliberate policy not only
of Nazi Giermany, but of the English Government in Wales.

TOTALITARIANISM AND “SECURITY.”

Freedom has no meaning for Welsh workers unless it means
being free in their home and family, amongst their friends, in the
choir and the chapel in which they were reared, in the countryside
which they loved as part of themselves.

So intimately bound is their personality with these things,
that to sever them from them is the most cruel and damaging blow
which could be dealt. These are the very things which give mean-
ing and richness to their lives.

But to a totalitarian English Government the welfare of Welsh
workers means as little as the welfare of Dutch or French workers
to the German Government. If enforced transference is an evil
there, it is equally an evil here.

The Government is very much concerned to keep the worker’s
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body alive and fit. It shares that concern with all slave-owners,
But as the Beveridge Report says :
“Conditions must be imposed . . . as to how men in receipt of bene-

fit shall use their time, so as to fit themselves, or as to keep themselves,
fit for service.”

That is, in return for ‘‘security’" under an English ;Govern-
ment, the State is to assume the control of virtually the whole of
man’s life. The fact that he has a home and family, friends and
choir and chapel, that he loves his neighbourhood, his country
and its language and way of life,—this does not enter into the cal-
culations of a totalitarian Government,

He is “‘fluid labour’ to be kept in a “Pool” (recently re-
stocked with “‘mobile women”) ; he is an abstraction to be noted
in columns of statistics ; he is material without which the machine
unfortunately is incomplete. He is anything but a human person
created in the image of God ; a person who has his hopes and ideals,
his own life to live.

Since he is but material, it matters not where he be used, whether in
Pontardulais, Llanelly, Penmaenmawr, or Slough, Dagenham, Wolver-
hampton.

The Labour Pool, like Peace, is indivisable. Its contents
can be Jadled out wherever there is a demand for it.

Thus the workers of Wales will not only have no country; they will
have no homes either, They will be the flotsam and jetsam of society,

cast hither and thither at the mercy of the waves and currents of a total-
itarian State. g

We used to hear that EVery man is a unique creation, that his person-

ality is saored. He was once “the brother for whom Christ died.” What
is he now?

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM,
Wales must be freed from this tyrannical society.

Militarism and totalitarianism are as inseparable as the two
sides of a penny, and in the circumstances of the modern world,
they are the inevitable concomitants of Power Politics.

The country which chooses a role in Power Politics chooses
totalitarianism,

No country which wants to be a big power, to have an Em-
pire and to rule the waves can avoid military and industrial cons.
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cription.  That is why, in the words of Middleton Murray,

“The working class is being quiell)_r sheph.t-rde(l. unlnr('):fstu\g, z:tn:s
the path which leads to Fascism without violence. . . l" lmuesse?o‘]uc-
Fascism is that production for war is the means by which the p

tive capacity of the nation is fully employed.

There is an alternative before "’ulc's.‘ It is that it repent of
Power Politics, and accept the responsibility of orderm'g its own
life. Freedom for Wales to choose its own type of Government
is the only road to freedom from total:lanamst?z. What the great
French Socialist, Jean Jaurés, said of France is true of Wales,

“If France were to be violated tomorrow and nrrestgd in her (lil?l';zl-
opment . . . the French working class would suffer ]usltl. as ctolhey;
yust as deeply as every other ch_lss. It would lose more than anyIr et
class, for it would lose a decisive means of emnnclputlop. l. o.e S
workers hiave no country, then the workers have no share in human Y.

If Wales is to be violated and destroyed, its pe(.)plc. wgll lose
their most powerful means of emancipation from totalitarianism.

We must create a Welsh democratic state, with a Parliament
and Government whose whole time will be given to the develop-
ment of our resources.

REVITALISED DEMOCRACY.

The aim of the Welsh Nationalist Party is to create a free
democratic Wales,

It does not seek isolated independence. .lnsistence upon ab-
solute sovereignty is the surest way of wrecking any plan. f:rh u}-
ternational co-operation, and it is not the small nations which have
been guilty of this. |

But it does seek for Wales the status of a free natnor;; frelgoto
develop its national life in its own way, and free from all subor-
dination to the will of another. |

In this way Wales can experience a rebirth of its de.mocragy.
Its Government will be close to the people, sensitive to its needs,
ard able to attend to them in detail.

i vi be the
ial Government has not been, is not, nm'l will ‘not
(j(;l;!:aemlxll:l:ﬁr of the people of Wales in the way a Welsh (.-ovgl"’um’%x;f:
could be. Little more than the appearance of democra:ywnmnwe-
vives. By reducing the area and problems of gove?};ﬁietn oo meon v
able proportions the political freedom and respons 4 {; e
vidual wonld increase with his power of influencing the Gove ¥

~




- STIPATTRES roeiae i it e

The welfare of the individual person is the fundamental con-
cern of Welsh Nationalism. It seeks to provide the framework
in which each person shall have the fairest opportunity of full de-
velopment.

FFor this, the development of a rich community of life in which
men are conscious of their common heritage, is essential.
For the same reason, il has emphasised the importance of restoring

to men their contact with the soil; a flourishing agriculture is indis-
pensable. '

Equally consistently, it stresses the necessity of fostering craftsman-
ship, and the dignity of creative work. Its fundamental aim is un-
atteinable in a highly centralised state and it therefore advocates a
radical decentralisation of power, and greatly inereased responsibility
for loeal government.

Co-operation is the basic principle for its policy for industrial

government as it is for agricuiture.

The organisation of the Welsh Nationalist Party is corres-

pondingly democratic.

Its policy is decided by the Annual Conference of branch representa-
tives, which also elects its officers, Every branch through its County
or District Committee elects the Executive Committee to implement
decisions. The rank and file thus have full opportunity of influenc-
ing policy; and conversely no poliecy can be imposed without the ap-
proval of the branches.

The National movement in Wales is thus a passionate protest
against the dehumanising of man, and is inspired by the convic-
tion that human and spiritual values CAN be enthroned in the
social life of this corner of the earth.

WE CAN AFFORD TO BE FREE.

WALES cannot afford NOT to be free. It CAN afford to be
According to a special article in **The Times' :
“Wales can with reasonable national help
times its present population.”

In proportion to its size, it is one of the richest countries in
the world. Its mineral and agricultural resources, its plentiful
water supply, its harbours and fisheries, its great natural beauty,
and its intelligent population would make possible the creation of
one of the most prosperous countries in the world.

free.
support at least three

Yet the failure of English Government in Wales condemned
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a generation to the misery of the dole, and drained away half a
million of our young men and able-bodied people.

Not content with that, it has bargained away the markets of the
Welsh Anthracite and tinplate industries. And it has utterly failed to
prevent the exploitation of Welsh resources, or to establish permanent
light industries for the employment of Welsh people near their homes.

There are, even in the ‘‘depressed area” of the South, great
possibilities of establishing scores of plastic industries, of the man-
ufacture of vitally important light metals, of the erection of engin-
cering shops near the steel-works, of the extraction of oil and
petrol from coal (which Mr. W. C. Devereux calculates would al-
one give work to over 40,000 men).

It is possible to build a great variety of industries for the mak-
ing of finished articles from metals such as tin and aluminium, and
from wood, leather and cloth. But Wales must wake up! Plans
are even now being discussed for the establishment of such factor-
ies in and around the London area.

It would be the work of the Welsh Government to explore and
develop all the possibilities, and restore to Wales a balanced and
flourishing economy. g

Other poorer, smaller and less experienced countries have
succeeded magnificently in such a programme. Where they have
succeeded, Wales can succeed.

OUR NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY.

No arrangement which leaves the ultimate planning author-
ity in present hands can be adequate to the needs of Wales. The
nation itself must have complete responsibility for its own govern-
ment.  Nothing less can prevent the bargaining away of our
markets or secure the full development of our resources.

no milk-and-water scheme for making Wales a ‘‘region’
of Britain touches the root of the trouble.

The people of Wales would still be the shuttlecocks of in-
dustry.

If London is still to decide the limits of planning in Wales, there

can be no salvation for us, since the real power and initiative would be

in the hands of men who have shown that the welfare of Wales is for
them the least important consideration.

Full self-government alone can evoke the enthusiasm, the







