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AN EXAMINATION OF LIVERPOOL'S PLAN FOR A
RESERVOIR IN PENLLYN

THoMAS PENNANT, in his famous “Tours of Wales”
nearly two hundred years ago, is obviously attracted by the
life of the people who lived in the mountainous heart of
Merioneth. *“*‘Some vein of the ancient minstrelsy,” he says,
“is still to be met with in these mountainous countries.
Numbers of persons, of both sexes, assemble, and sit around
the harp, singing alternately pennills, or stanzas of ancient or
modern poetry . . . Oftentimes, like the modern Improvisitore
of Italy, they will sing extempore verses . . . They will
continue singing without intermission and never repeat the
same stanza.”

Pennant might have been describing a noson lawen in a
farmhouse in Penllyn today. I don’t know how old a tradition
it was in his time, but T know that it is vigorous to this day.
It is probably true to say that in no part of Wales is the art of
singing penillion to the harp, and the knowledge of literature
that is associated with it, as highly developed as it is in Penllyn.
A great proportion of the people not only appreciate but
practice the art, and from this district come some of our best
choirs and finest artists in this metier. What could be more
natural, therefore, than that a ballad singer of such extra-
ordinary quality as Bob Roberts, Tai'r Felin, should have
lived his whole life in this neighbourhood ?



THE LAST DAYS OF CELYN?

IT is near Bob Roberts’ home that Liverpool Corporation
intends building a huge dam, 140 feet high and 1,800 feet
across. Filling the valley between Tyddyn Bychan and
Hafod Fadog (where there is an old Quaker burial ground),
this is to hold back a sheet of water, covering six hundred
acres of land, which will drown the little village of Capel
Celyn, with its school and post office, chapel and cemetery,
and a number of farms and homesteads.

The name of Bob Roberts means nothing to those who
neither know nor love Wales; nor, for that matter, do the
language and life of the people of Penllyn. To members of
the Liverpool Council Water Committee the farms which are
to be drowned are no more than convenient stretches of
second-rate land along a remote valley floor. To the Welsh-
man, their very names ring like bells—Hafod Fadog, Garnedd
Lwyd, Coed-y-Mynach, Hafod Wen, Gelli Uchaf, Gwern
Delwau, Ty'n-y-Bont. But they arc bells which may soon be
ringing, like those of Cantre'r Gwaclod, under the waters, if
Liverpool Corporation gets its way.

No doubt Capel Celyn can be rebuilt, with a modern
bathroom in each house, and the dead can be re-interred. But
the sixteen farms which will become uninhabitable cannot be
moved elsewhere, and their sixteen families, which are now
the nucleus of this rural community, will have to look for a
home somewhere clse.

THE GATHERING OF THE WATERS.

THe direct effect of the scheme will be felt far more widely
than in the area occupied by the reservoir, for the waters are
to be impounded from a great catchment area extending into
Caernarfonshire and Denbighshire.

In Merioneth itself the River Erwent, above Llanuwch-
llyn, and the Tylo, Nant-Hir and Llafar are all to be diverted
and their waters taken through a leat four miles long to join
the stream that runs from Llyn Arenig Fawr through Aber-
derfel, collecting on its way the water of all the streams that
now flow down towards Llyn Tegid. To the North of the
Tryweryn the water of Afon Hesgyn is to be taken by a leat
nearly a mile long.



Penbryn Mawr is one of the farms to be submerged.

In Denbighshire the head waters of Nant-y-Cylchedd,
Crymnant and Nant Fuddol are to be diverted, while water
from Afon Serw, as from Llyn Conwy in Caernarfonshire,
is to be carried through a 14 mile leat to a 1,400 yard tunnel,
which will pour it through Afon Celyn into the new reservoir.

Thus the resources of the most important untapped
watershed in Wales are to be fully exploited by Liverpool. It
is a much bigger and more profitable scheme than the Dolanog
proposal. Possibly the latter was never seriously intended.
Certainly it was not abandoned as a concession to Wales, but
rather because the Tryweryn area had far greater possibilities.
Here is to be the gathering ground for sending each day 75-80
million gallons of water to Liverpool and district.

It is hard to imagine what that quantity of water means,
but it will be easier if we remember that Afon Tywi, the biggest
river in South-Western Wales, has a normal summer flow of
some thirty-three million gallons a day.
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At present the water consumption in Liverpool is 51
million gallons a day, and a further 11.79 million gallons
daily are sold in bulk to other water supply undertakers. This,
too, comes from Wales, and brought Liverpool Corporation
last year an income of £1,078,000. Work on the dam of Llyn
Fyrnwy will soon increase the supply from that reservoir by
four million gallons a day.

The cost of the new Tryweryn scheme is estimated at
£16 million, and spokesmen for the Corporation say that it
will ultimately employ about twenty people.

LIVERPOOL’S NEEDS.

LiveErPOOL needs more water if it is to develop industrially.
Of its present supply 417 goes to industry, but in the future
new industry is likely to require greater water supplies. It is
understood by Liverpool spokesmen that the demand for
water for industry has a slighter emotional appeal than water
for human consumption, so that they play down the former
and emphasise that half the new supplies will be for domestic
use.

That is, they say that half the 75-80 million gallons a day
from Tryweryn, as well as 599 of the 55 million gallons from
Fyrnwy, will be consumed by the 750,000 people of Liverpool.
We are being asked to believe that the men, women and children
of Liverpool will each consume 100 gallons per day. The daily
consumption for each family of six will be 600 gallons. How
fortunate that they drink only Welsh water!

The people of Liverpool are suffering no undue hardship
from water shortage today. Their consumption is high. If
599 of their present supply is devoted, as the Corporation
says, to domestic use, they are cach using 44 gallons a day.
On what ground is it alleged that this consumption is going to
rocket to 100 gallons?

There may be some growth of population to account for
some increased consumption, but this is not likely to be great,
if only because official policy is discouraging the further
extension of existing towns.




The claim that half the water is needed for human
consumption is patently fantastic, and Liverpool apologists
would have been in a stronger position had they honestly
admitted that although there is likely to be a slight increase in
the City's domestic use of water, the greater part of it is
intended for other purposes. These are for industry and for
re-sale. The sale of pure, fresh water is obviously going to be
a very good business indeed in the future.

The Manchester Guardian put succinctly, in a leading
article on April 4th, 1956, the experience of large towns.

“The consumption of water,” it said, “keeps on going up by
2 or 3 per cent each year. The increase comes now more from
industrial than from domestic use. Over the last fifty years,
of course, the growth of population, the building of new housing
estates, and better standards of hygienc have called for ve
large fresh supplies. But that curve is no longer steeply up

and indeed domestic demand has shown itself creditably
responsive to a crisis in supply.

In Manchester, for instance, the great scare of 1947 was followed
by a marked drop in domestic use, which by 195¢ had fallen
back to the pre-war level, and has not risen much since. But the
indpslr.i.al demand has risen steadily and more than cancelled the
saving.

From the experience of Manchester (Population 700,000)
whose domestic demand is little higher than in pre-war years
we can assess Liverpool’s additional need for domestic water.

SOCIAL EFFECT IN WALES.

To understand the anger aroused by Liverpool’s decision
we must know something in the first place, not of the agricul-
tural potential nor of the landscape of Cwm Tryweryn, but
of the character of the community which it supports, and of
its place in Welsh life. The people of Capel Celyn are an
integral part of the pattern of one of the richest folk-cultures
in Europe. No civilised person would wish to see such a
community of high artistic and intellectual attainment invaded
and destroyed by an alien institution.

Greater schemes in England have been rejected by govern-
ment because ruins of antiquarian value, or swans, geese or
other wild life, must be protected. Here in Cwm Tryweryn is a
living community of men and women whose continued existence
is of far greater moment to Wales, and indeed to Europe,
than any ruins or wildfowl, important though these may be.
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Though the valley is remote, the civilisation of Capel
Celyn is an old one having connectionswiththe Roman period—
a Roman road runs but a few miles away—and the names of
farms, such as Gwern Delwau and Coed y Mynach, suggest an
association with a religious institution of the Middle Ages.
Indeed, there is a tradition that Boch Rhaiadr was the site of
a monastery. We can be sure that the valley has known social
life for a period as long as the history of the Welsh nation.

Families living here can trace their history back for
centuries in the same farm. Their forbears built the Methodist
chapel nearly a century and a half ago; their families have
maintained it to this day, and the present generation lacks
none of the qualities of character and intelligence that made
the past notable. Should anyone inquire what is meant by a
Welsh way of life, let him be brought to Penllyn and Cwm
Tryweryn, where he will see it in full vigour. In language,
interests, values, he will find here a community which is
essentially Welsh and from which the national tradition, which
is so gravely imperilled, can draw strength. Miss Elizabeth
Watkin Jones who, like her father, the well-known local poet
Watcyn o Feirion, was born here, has written of “the fluent
Welsh spoken by the inhabitants of the district, whose speech
is full of Welsh idioms, sayings and proverbs.”

AN ENGLISHWOMAN’S TESTIMONY.

ONE of the many letters of protest against the scheme from
English people resident in Wales appeared in the Liverpool
Daily Post, from Mrs. Gertrude M. Armfield, who wrote of
the social life of Capel Celyn in this way :—

*“The way of life nurtured in these small villages which serve,
with their chapel and school, as focal points for a widespread
population—this way of life has a quality almost entirely lost in
England and almost unique in the world. It is one where a love
of poetry and song, the spoken and written word, still exists,
and where recreation has not to be sought after and paid for,
but is organised locally in home, chapel and school.

The life is often hard on a small farm, and requires great
industry, but is graced with wit and gaiety. It produces a type
of character we can ill afford to do without—robust, independent,
clear headed and ingenious. While our educational system is
doing all it can to produce such qualities in our drama and games,
it seems entirely uneconomic to destroy a centre where such
qualities arise naturally and are a living example of a good way
of life.”
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The language and life of Wales are in such great jeopardy
today that were it not for their strength in some rural areas
their disappearance would be sure. Quite naturally, therefore,
the struggle in defence of Welsh land has been most fierce

where the community it supported was Welsh in language and
life.

Nowhere are these characteristics more evident than in
Penllyn. This country, famous in Welsh history and literature
and unsurpassed in accomplishment today, is one of the most
creative communities in the whole of Wales, and is a source of
;igczﬂur and inspiration to other parts where the struggle is

ard.

Do not wonder then at the anger of the Welsh when
Liverpool calmly proclaims its purpose of putting an immense
waterworks in the heart of Penllyn.

THE ANGLICISATION OF LLANWDDYN.

SINCE the reservoir is for a City that would take no pains
to succour the Welsh life of Penllyn, its social effect would be
disastrous. Three things would happen quickly. The native
community would be destroyed. An English settlement would
replace it. The vitality of the surrounding countryside, down
to Bala, would be diminished.

We have seen the same process so often before when an
English institution is planted in the heart of Welsh-speaking
Wales. Indeed, Liverpool itsell can provide an example in
Montgomeryshire, where its present reservoir, Llyn Fyrnwy,
is in the midst of a thoroughly Welsh neighbourhood. In
The Welsh Nation, Mr. Elwyn Edwards has reported on his
visit to Llanwddyn, the village near which itwas built. Hefound
that some one-third of the inhabitants are English and that
nearly half the children in the village school are English-
speaking. He was told that “all the high-ups in the Corpor-
ation are English™ and that “the place is rapidly becoming
a little England in Wales.” In 1880, before the dam was built,
there were six*hundred inhabitants; today there are 302 on
the electoral list.



The coming of another reservoir to Tryweryn would
result in the destruction of a community of vital importance
to Wales and the anglicisation of a wider area now notable
for its creative Welsh vigour.

* * * # *

WATER—A MAJOR WELSH RESOURCE.

TuEe supply of clean, fresh water on this island is limited
and there is now a growing appreciation of its importance
as an industrial resource. It must be considered as much a raw
material of industry as coal or iron ore. In Wales it is one of
. the most importance of our resources, and if we have been
irresponsible in the past in our attitude to the rich resources
of our land, we must mend our ways.

Water taken by a conurbation outside Wales is lost to
Wales. That is a blunt statement of what is becoming the
truth of the position. A responsible attitude towards Welsh re-
sources will ensure that the people of Wales will have the benefit
of them in Wales. 1n the past our basic resources have enabled
industry to develop in Liverpool, Birmingham and the English
Midlands, while Wales herself has been largely a stranger to
such development. Her people had to follow the raw materials
to find work. So it is that the population of Wales in 1951 was
lower than in 1921, while England’s had grown by five millions;
and that is why there are today three-quarters of a million
Welsh-born Welshmen in England, though the total population
of Wales is but two and a half miliions.

Liverpool’s unilateral decision to take 80 million gallons
of water a day from Gwynedd is a crucial challenge to every
Welshman’s sense of responsibility for his country. If it
goes, it will certainly be followed by the development of
industry in the Liverpool area which would otherwise be
compelled to come to Wales.

Wales has not too much water for her own present and
~future needs. Cardiff is looking, as are so many other Welsh
towns, for new water supplies. On June 6th, 1956, the headline
on the front page of The Western Mail ran,
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“WATER CRISIS WARNING
South Wales Worst Hit by driest May for 56 years.”

On May 9th, 1956, the same paper carried this headline
as the main news:

“New £100 M. Welsh Steel Project
Search for Second Margam Site in West Wales
WATER IS VITAL FACTOR.”

The report underneath had this to say:

“*Most likely site is the stretch of ground between the old town
of Kidwelly and Pembrey, near Llanelly. Experts are said to
have examined this area during the past few weeks and passed
favourable judgment. One factor, however, may decide whether
the vast project will eventually find its home in an area long
renowned for its steel and tinplate industries. That factor is—
water,

*Can the Gwendraeth rivers and any other supplementary
source supply the vast quantities of water required for present
day production methods? Again, the experts have been assessing
the prospect. A report is being prepared.

*Many other sites have been surveyed. One of them was
between Cardiff and Newport.  Another was in Monmouthshire.
Most have been ruled out because of the water supply problem.”

Note that this concerns only one large industry, and yet
the question is raised whether there is enough available water
for it in South Western Wales. If it were taken from Afon
Tywi it is doubtful whether there could remain enough to
maintain the fish life and avoid pollution.

WATER AND MODERN INDUSTRY.

A STEEL plant may take 100 tons of water for one ingot of
steel. But consumption on this tremendous scale is becoming
common in modern industry. Coal-fired power stations need
600 tons of water for one ton of coal, and to burn an electric
fire in the house for one hour consumes power that has needed
one hundred gallons to produce. A big oil refinery takes 1}
million gallons of fresh water a day, as well as sea-water.
In terms of power, it takes 200,000 gallons of water to produce a
car.






